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 At this time of year, there is a quote 
that I tend to reflect upon in my 
newsletter article, which states, “Take 
time to be thankful for everything that 
you have. You can always have more, 
but you could also have less.” MoValley 
has much to be thankful for, but there 
are certainly less fortunate in our midst. 
There are always several worthy projects 
that begin around this time of year, and 
we try to recognize those individuals and 
their efforts.  

The 27th Annual Mr. Gridiron 
contest provided, once again, for area 
football players to raise money for the 
American Cancer Society. Clearfield 
County residents showed their support 
by voting for players by making 
donations. Moshannon Valley had 
Joseph Bacher, Alex Capitos, and Ben 
Murawski as representatives. All of the 
participants raised over $9,000 for the 
fight against cancer.  

The National Honor Society just 
completed one of their Red Cross Blood 
Drives on November 8. Blood donors are 
ordinary people – high school students, 
teachers, office workers, parents and 
grandparents, who share a generous 

spirit and a desire to give back to our 
local community and help others. This 
year the NHS collected 27 units!  

Groups like our own Rachel’s Locker 
is providing to those less fortunate who 
walk down the halls of our high school 
daily.   

Collections to support Project Santa 
365 and Military Families Ministry are 
taking place; gathering donations to 
create care packages for our military. 

Finally, I just completed my annual 
fall meeting with the Moshannon Valley 
Ministerium to provide them 
information on our District initiatives, as 
well as look at how together we can 
support struggling members of our 
community. 

Take a moment and reflect on how 
you can support others this time of year.  
Our theme of MV Taking Pride could 
simply be Taking Pride in helping others 
this Holiday Season.   

One of the greatest attributes of 
this District and the MoValley 
community has always defined the 
caring and giving spirit of family; 
certainly something to take Pride in! 

 

 

 

 

 

UNIFIED STARTING TIME 
At the November 18, 2019, School 

Board Meeting, the group unanimously 
passed moving to a Unified Starting 
Time beginning in the fall of 2020.  

We would like to thank the students, 
staff members, board members, 
Fullington Bus Company, Transfinder, 
athletic department, and the families 
who passionately weighed in to provide 
input in the process. 

More information we be provided as 
we get closer to the new school year.  All 
the bus information, starting times, 
athletic information and other pertinent 
pieces will be relayed to all families and 
staff members in preparation for the 
change.  

 

Being Thankful 
By Dr. John W. Zesiger      
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Upcoming Events & Activities 

Black Knight Pride! 

Mrs. Daleen Matia is in her seventeenth year at Moshannon Valley 
and currently teaches second grade.  In the past, she has taught 
kindergarten and first grade.  She is a Penn State University graduate. 

“This year students have been working hard in ELA and GoMath.  In 
ELA, they are learning how to identify main ideas and supporting details, 
how to analyze characters, determine text importance and identify 
sequence of events.  They continue to learn new high frequency words 
and spelling word,” stated Mrs. Matia.  In Math, students are learning 
number concepts, number sense, place value and basic facts and 
relationships in addition and subtraction.  “This group of students should 
be proud of themselves for all their hard work so far!” she added.  Sounds 
great Mrs. Matia, thanks for all your hard work instructing them! 

New ELA Curriculum Resource…         
Having seen the benefits of K-6 

Benchmark Literacy’s instructional design that 
incorporates thematic lessons designed to teach 
skills through whole group, small group, center-
learning, common assessments, and 
technology, the District has been researching 
similar curriculum resources at the secondary 
level.  We will be looking to pilot the new 
StudySync program in our middle level grades.  
Starting with 7th grade this school year, with 
plans to extend into 8th, 9th, and 10th grade next 
year.  Both our preliminary ELA audit and Center 
for School Assessment trainings are suggesting 
a stronger middle and high school curricular 
core resource.   

 

 November 25-27: Senior Trip to DC 
 November 27: One Hour Early Dismissal 
 November 28- December 3: 

Thanksgiving Break 
 
 

[Left] Veterans raise the Flag during the Veteran’s Day Program with elementary students 
watching on.  [Right] Dr. Zesiger met with members of the Moshannon Valley Ministerium, 
where they discussed school initiatives including student trauma and the Second Step SEL 
program.          

Vouchers Hurt PA Students and School Districts…    
PA Representative Mike Turzai has proposed HB 1800 to provide vouchers, and it is 

targeting the Harrisburg School District. Here is what the voucher bill includes: 

 Provides tuition vouchers worth up to $8,200 to students in Harrisburg School 
District to attend private schools. 

 Targets Harrisburg School District because it has had a history of fiscal crisis. 

 Costs the school district up to $8.5 million if between 10 and 20 percent of students 
utilize the tuition vouchers. 

 Offers no accountability for the education of students, who use tuition vouchers to 
attend private schools. 

Research in other states shows that the vouchers do not provide for better education 
and cost millions for students in public education.  What starts in the Harrisburg School 
District could lead to other Districts losing valuable funding to provide a quality 
education. 

 


